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B-3089 - B-3100 1801-1850
49-1 E. Montgomery St. (South side)

Baltimore, Md,

Private access

The houses along the south side of the unit block of E. Montgomery St.
include some of the earliest Federal style, two and a half story brick houses
built in the area. 1, 3, and 9 E. Montgomery St. are all three bays wide and
were built before 1805. The other two and a half story houses on the street
are two bays wide and were built between 1809 and 1825. These include
11 E. Montgomery St. and the pairs of houses at 5-7, 17-19, 25-27, and 29-31
E. Montgomery St. 13 E. Montgomery St. is a three story, two bay wide gable-
roofed house built in the late 1840's, as was its neighbor, 15 E. Montgomery St.,
which, however, has since been remodeled and now has a shed roof and bracketed
cornice. 21-23 E. Montgomery St. are three story, two bay wide "half houses"
with front gable roofs and two story high rear additions. 33-35 E. Montgomery
St. are unusual three and a half story, two bay wide brick houses with gable
roofs and dormer windows that run the full length of the roof. The houses
are the only survivors of an original group of five such houses built in
the late 1840's between 33 and 41 E. Montgomery St. 47-49 E. Montgomery St.
are three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and bracketed
cornice which are either replacements or enlargements of the original two
and a half story houses on the site.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of unusual 3 1/2 story brick houses with gable roof, the extra
1/2 story set back some distance from the plane of the facade, are the only
survivors of a row of five such houses built along this side of Montgomery St.
in the 1850's. The narrow, three story extensions to the rear seems to have
been built contemporaneously with the main structures.

The 3 1/2 story houses are 14' wide, and extend back on their lots about 50'.
They are constructed in running bond. The low-pitched gable roof is flanked )
by a pair of triple brick rectangular chimneys (originally hooded) on its eastegn
and western ends, and along the partition wall between the two houses. The
chimney remaining along the eastern end is that which had belonged to 39 E.
Montgomery St., now torn down. The wide chimneys are connected by a brick curtain
wall, which forms the end walls of the set back fourth story. This story has
its own gable roof, set at about the same angle as the main roof. The brick -
cornicesiscdecorated with an.alternately spaced row.ofibeaders, projecting beyond
the facade. All of the window and door openings of the main floors have flat
wood lintels and sills. There are no lintels on the fourth floor windows. No
original sash remains and the openings are either boarded or filled with concrete
block. The houses sit on low basements, the entrances being reached by two wid™
stone steps. Square coal openings to the right of the steps are filled with coulret
blocks.

As may be imagined from the exterior, the floor plan of 33-35 E. Montgomery
St. is quite spacious. The first floor of the main structure is divided into a
double parlor, with wide, central connecting doors and twin fireplaces. On the
second and third floors the main part of the house is similarly divided into a
front and back room, each with fireplace. The set-back fourth floor contains a
single large room, lighted by two windows facing front and two facing back. The
stairs are located in a passage between the main house and the narrower rear
extension. They wind up to the second floor in a tight curve but are fairly wide.
A door opens from the alleyway directly into this stair hall, thus providing
access to the rear wing and the upper floors without having to pass through the
main house.

The rear wings are unusually designed with a rounded section of wall connecting
the stair area to the wider rest of the rear extension. The wings are 9' wide
and each is free-standing, with windows along its eastern side (on the first floor
only) and a single chimney along its western side. The outside areaway between
the wings of 33-35 E. Montgomery St. is currently roofed over at the first floor
level. On the first floor the rear wing is divided into two rooms, each with two
windows along its eastern wall, and a fireplace in the front room. On the second
and third floors this space contains but a single, long, narrow room with fireplace
and end window.

Quite a few of the interior details have survived intact, although no manteds
pieces remain. The first floor front window extends from the ceiling to within
18" of the floor, where it rests on a paneled wooden dado. It is surrounded by a
wide, deep molding. The windows of the rear extension have block-end lintels with
round end medallions. The doors of the house have block-end lintels with plain

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARy “°Tner block.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These houses are important for being the survivors of a group of six identical
houses built by Owen Thomas, a baker who had lived in a 2 1/2 story house formerly
on this site since 1820, with his bakery apparently set up on the Churchill St. side
of the lot.l The houses are quite unusual for their 3 1/2 story design, with a
broad dormer window added to a normal three story, gable-roofed house plan. Apart
from this innovation the houses show the usual floor plan found in the larger type
of three story, gable-roofed house designed for a middle class market, with a front

~and back parlor and the staircase located in a stair hall to the rear of the main
" "ouse, with an outside entrance. The row stands out plainly in Sachse's 1858 Bird's

““Eye View of Baltimore.

1galtimore City Directory, 1822, 1829, 1845

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 3/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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33-35 E. Montgomery Street
Block 0905 Lots 017-018
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B=3090 33-35 E. Montgomery St.
M.E.H. 6/79

North elevation
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